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frequently have a large one attached to the fork of
his gun.

The Tibetan's gun is his most valued possession- It is
a matchlock with a long fork which pivots around a
screw through the stock- The barrel and all the iron

MATCHLOCK AND ACCOUTREMENT.

work are made by the Chinese, but the
Tibetans often make the stock, using very
light wood which they cover sometimes with
wild-ass skin. They manufacture their own
powder and slow-matches, and buy from the Chinese
the lead1 for their bullets. They use no wads in loading,
and the bullets are much smaller than the caliber of the
guns. They can make very good shooting with them at
the average range of about 100 yards, but I never saw
them hit a moving object, although some of them said
they could. These Koko-nor Tibetans do not attach as
much value to swords as do the people of eastern Tibet
(K'arndo), and usually carry only common ones of Chinese
make, with wooden scabbards.
1 In the Ts'aidam and Tibet, lead is often sold for its weight in silver-